AIBA revised their Competition Rules with effect 01 Sep 2008, however, BAI chose a phase-in period to allow the BAI Competition Rules to be rewritten and structured similar to the AIBA Rules.
 

The new BAI Competition Rules are now complete and will become effective from 01 Feb 2009.  Not surprisingly there have been some significant changes, which as referees and judges you need to be aware of.  Ideally, you need to read the new Competition Rules, which should be posted onto the BAI website shortly, but in the meantime some of the more important rules are:
· Age categories 
· The age categories of boxers have not changed, but male boxers 17 years and female boxers 17 years and over are now known as 'Elite'; Under 19 year boxers are now known as 'Youth'; Under 17 year boxers are now known as 'Juniors'. 

· At championships a boxers age will be determined by their year of birth, not their date of birth as previous; i.e., a boxer who is 16 in March and will turn 17 sometime this year can effectively box in the Elite Selection Event scheduled for March. 

· In normal competition an Under 17 years boxer is not to compete against a boxer who is 2 calendar years or more of age.  However, the CEO of BAI may issue an exemption upon request.  

· A masters boxer shall not compete against a boxer who is less than 35 years of age.  

· Weight categories and weigh-ins 

· 17 years and over male boxers and Under 17 year male and female boxers remain unchanged.  
· 17 years and over female boxers weight categories are now similar to male weights, i.e. 46kg, 48kg, 51kg, 54kg, 57kg, 60kg, 64kg, 69kg, 75kg, 81kg, 91kg and +91kg. 

· At championship weigh-ins a boxer is not to exceed NOR be below the weight category for which they have nominated, but may, if there is a vacancy, go up or down into another division.  A boxer may only box in the weight category for which he/she has qualified at the official weigh-in. 

· Persons acting as coaches, matchmakers or team managers shall not have any role in the management or conduct of the weigh-in and medicals. 

· Rounds 
· Boxers (Male or Female) aged 10-14 years shall box 3 rounds of 1½ minutes duration each. 

· Boxers (Male or Female) aged 15 and 16 years shall box 3 rounds of 2 minutes duration each. 

· Female boxers aged 17 years and over may elect to box 3 rounds of 2 minutes duration each, or 4 rounds of 2 minutes duration each; except that in any Australian Boxing Championships or Selection Event or State/Territory Championship Event, if such boxers are eligible and elect to box in the Youth category, they shall box 3 rounds of 2 minutes duration each. Otherwise, they shall box 4 rounds of 2 minutes duration each. 

· Male boxers aged 17 years and over may elect to box 3 rounds of 2 minutes duration each, or 4 rounds of 2 minutes duration each, or 3 rounds of 3 minutes duration each; except that in any Australian Boxing Championships or Selection Event or State/Territory Championship Event, if such boxers are eligible and elect to box in the Youth category, they shall box 4 rounds of 2 minutes duration each. Otherwise, they shall box 3 rounds of 3 minutes duration each. 

· Boxers (Male or Female) competing as Masters (aged 35 years of age and above) shall box 3 rounds of 2 minutes duration each. 

· For championships, see the table below. 

	Aus Age Div
	Male
	Female
	Titles/Selection

	<15 yr Novice*
	3x1
	3x1
	N

	<15 yrs
	3x1 ½ 
	3x1 ½
	N

	Junior Novice*
	3x1 ½
	3x1 ½
	N

	Junior
	3x2
	3x2
	Y

	Youth Novice*
	3x2
	3x2
	N

	Youth
	4x2
	3x2
	Y

	17 yr and over Novice*
	3x2
	3x2
	N

	Elite
	3x3
	4x2
	Y

	Masters
	3x2
	3x2
	N


· The 'Novice' divisions are to regulate round durations for novice championships at which boxers who have had 5 bouts or less compete.  In normal competition a novice boxer may compete against a boxer who has had more than 5 bouts. 

· Compulsory Count Limit (CCL) 
· Male boxers 17 years and over that box 3x3 min rounds and female boxers 17 years and over that box 4x2 min rounds, the CCL will be 3 counts in one round or 4 counts for the duration of the bout, for all other bouts the CCL will be 2 counts in one round or 3 counts for the duration of the bout. 
· Bouts in one day 
· A boxer will not compete in more than one bout a day. 
· Concussion 
· A boxer concussed for less than 1 minute will be restricted from boxing or sparring for 3 months. 

· A boxer concussed for more than 1 minute will be restricted from boxing or sparring for 6 months. 

· The period of concussion will be determined by the attending doctor.  

· Medical certificate 
· Before resuming boxing after any medically recorded non-competition period, a boxer must first be certified by a qualified medical practitioner holding a current licence to practice medicine as being fit to take part in competition boxing, and any certification must be entered into the boxer's medical record book .                                                                  
· Both boxers down 
· If both boxers are counted out they will lose by KO. 

· Novice boxers 
· A new entry is the inclusion of 'novice boxers' into the rules.  This will ensure uniformity during novice championships. 

· Round durations have been reduced, see above table. 

· A novice will be determined as someone who has had 5 bouts or less. 

· During normal tournaments matching a novice boxer with a boxer with more than 5 bouts is acceptable. 

· Exhibitions 
· Exhibitions have now been included into the rules to unify the conduct of such. 

· All exhibitions shall be 3x1 1/2 minute rounds. 

· Bouts shall not be scored. 

· Larger gloves may be worn as long as each boxer wears identical gloves and full-face head guards are acceptable. 

· A bout shall be stopped if one boxer takes advantage of their opponent or where a count is applied. 

· Teeth braces 

· Boxers with teeth, or orthodontic braces may compete, but only after getting a written authorisation (form in the new rules) from their dentist and the authorisation is attached to their Medical Record Book. 

· Mouth guards 
· Red coloured mouth guards are now forbidden. 

· Bandages 
· Soft surgical bandages on either hand must be worn.  The tern 'velpeau' and 'crepe' have been removed, but the expectation is that hard linen or kick-boxing bandages are not allowed, and only the flexible, stretchy type be acceptable. 

· The length has been changed and now must be between 2.5m to 4.5m in length, i.e they must be a minimum of 2.5m. 

· Clean-shaven 

· At each weigh-in a male boxer is to be clean-shaven; this now includes the removal of the moustache. 

· Hair 

· Where a male or female boxer has long hair then it is to be tied into a pony-tail or similar and placed beneath the head guard to prevent injury. 

· Head Guard fitment 

· The head guard will be fitted once the boxer has entered the ring. 

· Coaches 

· Coaches will not enter the ring before or after the bout.  One coach may enter only during the one minute interval. 

· There is now strict dress standard for coaches, this includes proper sneakers and no singlets etc.  

· A referee or judge may also be a coach, but they will only act in one capacity during a tournament. 

· Scoring of bouts 

· It is now acceptable to use a clicker or tally/counter device in lieu of the handheld calculators when judging (as we know the handhelds do have a tendency to stop working at the worst time). 

· But remember, the 20-19 or manual scoring system is obsolete and forbidden. 

The integrity of the rules relies on each of us as RJ to ensure adherence and to maintain compliance.   Please be aware of the new rules and enforce their adherence. If RJ are seen to waiver, not comply or simply refuse to accept responsibility it can only erode the integrity of all RJ.  
 

